
In this dynamic session, participants will step into the shoes of their students and experience the power of the
Learning Transfer Mental Model (ACT Model) then design instruction that is authentic, engaging, and intellectually
rigorous. We will explore the role of concepts in organizing our world and discuss simple shifts for the future of
education. The science of learning is woven throughout as we seek to design meaningful curriculum that promotes
retention and a culture of transfer. Participants will leave with a new set of curriculum design tools and inspired to
redefine what instruction can look like in their setting.

 

Describe the role of concepts in organizing our world
Examine the essential shifts needed to promote a culture of transfer
Write the story of your course that narrates the compelling intellectual journey students will
take 
Explore the critical steps for arranging course content to promote retention and learning
transfer
Design a unit plan that empowers students to take meaningful action
Draft a summative assessment 
Map out a progression of formative assessment tasks that help students track their own
readiness and ensure they are prepared for the summative assessment.
Outline an instructional calendar that sketches the learning progression to ensure cohesion
from beginning to end of our unit
Craft a lesson plan focused on conceptual learning and transfer

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Kayla Duncan, coauthor of Learning That Transfers: Designing Curriculum for a Changing World, has a
passion for empowering student voice through meaningful, authentic experiences and increased ownership.
She designs and facilitates professional learning around authentic assessments, leading for conceptual
learning and transfer, and mathematics learning that transfers for Julie Stern's Learning That Transfers
Team. Kayla also serves as an Innovation Specialist for a large, suburban school district. Currently, she
supports personalized learning schools in creating their new vision for education through the design thinking
process. She believes the voices of students and the community should drive what happens in the school
building. Before her coaching role, Kayla taught elementary physical education and middle grades
mathematics. She has a Bachelor of Education in Health and Physical Education, Master of Education in
Mathematics Education, and Education Specialist in Learning, Design, and Technology. Kayla is currently
pursuing a Doctor of Education in School Improvement from the University of West Georgia. She hopes to
use this new knowledge to propel schools toward innovative visions for the future of learning. She resides in
Georgia with her husband, a fellow educator, and their dog Arch. 
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